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Inventing the University
David Bartholomae wrote the article "inventing the university" in 1986. This classic article lies within the society of composition scholars. It explores how the lack of appropriate knowledge prevented basic writers from achieving their dreams. The author’s principal aim is bridging the gap between expert writers and basic writers by demonstrating how the two groups write, the mistakes they make and how to correct them. He uses various past examples of essays to bring out his agenda. 
Article Summary
The author states that the students have to invent the university to mean that, it is up to the student to find ways of adapting to the university environment (Bartholomae, 4). The author gives various examples and demonstrations in the article to show how academic life at the universities can be difficult. The freshmen at college undergo multiple difficulties given that they are introduced to a new environment where they have to change merely every aspect of their life. Academically, the students have to formulate a new way of speaking to fit the new academic community. Equally, the freshmen have to know and adjust to college-level writing styles. 
The author also uses commonplaces as a center of reference for writing (5). He portrays the platitudes as sufficient to guide the newbie and also, they are self-explanatory. The fundamental differences that are demonstrated in the article between an expert writer and a beginner are that the beginners do not take into consideration the audience to which they are targeting. On the other hand, the expert writers are always conscious of their audience, and they can change their language and style to suit them. The author demonstrates that the lack of knowledge of the academic community to which they are writing also leads to the poor writing styles. The root of this problem is connected to the lack of teacher involvement in the learning process and introducing the students to effective interaction in the discourse.
Article Critique
The author uses two essays examples of which one is a full essay, and the other is a conclusion (13). He further quotes from two other works which are “the discourse of language” authored by Foucault and other quotes from Linda Flower. He successfully uses that borrowed information to state his points; however, the data may not be sufficient o give a general conclusion. For instance, the two essays used cannot make a reliable sample size on which concrete conclusions can be made. The other limitation to Bartholomae’s work is the source of the compositions. There is insufficient information on how the samples were obtained. The writers’ backgrounds and their ratings in high school were not sought. This aspect could give a misconception of the results. However, the article can offer a basic knowledge to understanding the art of composition.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion
Bartholomae’s article demonstrates facts on the experiences of the scholars’ community and that of the beginners. He shows the point of interaction between the distinct groups and how they both contribute to the writing. His primary focus is to highlight the fundamental contributors to good writing and bad writing. He achieves that aspect through the use of earlier examples of expert scripts and that from the beginners. The setbacks to the article only rely on the statistical reliability of the selected samples used to derive general conclusions 



Reference
Bartholomae David. “Inventing the University” Journal of Basic Writing, 5 (1986); pp 4-23.



